The

Pet Fund. . .

Are Your Pets
in Danger?

if something happens to you, someone
needs to know that you have pets at
home and how to take care of them, |

The information trail starts with
BE ASSURED INC.
PET EMERGENCY INFORMATION KIT
which includes:
* Two emergency wallet cards
* Two removable stickers for doors or windows
* A detailed information sheet that slips into a
» Magnetic sleeve displayed on your
refrigerator
» Caregiver instruction document
* A notice to-your vetennarian
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Order online at
‘NWw. Deassuredinc.com
or phone 773-856'5937

Onty
$ 'l 395
plus shipping

Satisfaction Guaranteed
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helping animal guardians in need

by Karen Leslie

Twelve-year-old Rebecca’s voice trembled as she poured out her story over
the phone. Her Labrador needed surgery for bladder stones, but because her
family couldn’t afford to pay for the operation, they were faced with having to
take their much-loved dog to a shelter, where he would likely be euthanized.
Not only was this a life or death situation for the dog, but it would also be a
devastating loss for Rebecca and her family.

It’s not an uncommon scenario. Because of financial problems caused by job
loss, illness or injury, many people in Rebecca’s position must often make the
difficult decision to have an animal euthanized or neglect important veterinary
needs because of the cost of surgery or emergency vet visits. Millions of these
animals end up being surrendered to shelters for medical reasons that range
from heartworm and parvovirus to fractures, arthritis, pancreatitis, feline
urinary tract disease. and diabetes. Shelters frequently have no option but
to euthanize the animals, since their own budgets are limited at best and are
generally reserved for younger animals that are considered more adoptable.

A helping hand

Happily for Rebecca, an Internet search led her to The Pet Fund, a
national non-profit organization that provides financial assistance to animal
guardians who can’t afford veterinary care. She called for help, and as a
result, her beloved Lab was able to get the
surgery he needed, and to remain with
his human family. While most of The Pet
Fund’s callers are older than Rebecca, their
needs are the same - they have a cherished
animal in need of urgent medical care, but
no way to pay the vet bills.

The Pet Fund is working towards a future
where decisions about veterinary care need
never be made on the basis of cost. The
organization also educates people on how
to avoid future medical and financial crises
- and that is where it hopes to make the

Top feft: Dr. Linda Wallace of The Pet Fund
examines Rusty the cat. Right: After encountering
unexpected medical expenses for Mischa, Karen
Leslie decided to start The Pet Fund to help others
in similar circumstances.




most impact, The Pet Fund helps each applicant develop care, and improving the economic stability of guardians
his or her resources in order to become financially and their communities - depends on this support from

independent and educated about preventative care. [t caring groups and individuals. Thanks to them, stories

also links people to resources about savings plans, debt like Rebecca’s can be given a happy ending.

counseling agencies. pet insurance, and other valuable
financial services. This information enables people to

establish financial resources on their own and to avoid To LEARN MORE ABOUT THE PET FunD, visIT

future emergencies through care and planning.

Who’s eligible for assistance?

The application process starts either
with a veterinarian referral. or with
individuals who contact The Pet
Fund directly. At that point, the
participating veterinarian consults with
staff regarding diagnosis, prognosis,
and recommended treatment of the
animal needing assistance. The most
urgent cases are funded first, with
other requests put on a waiting list for
available funding.

The “triage” system for deciding which
cases o fund is based on the financial
need of the animal guardian, the opinion
of the treating veterinarian as (o the
medical necessity and urgency of the
treatment needed, and the capability of
the guardians to be responsible for their
animals. This last consideration is cru-
cial, since there is a significant difference
between people who are responsible but
suffering financial difficulties, and those
who view their animal as an unnecessary
expense. It’s important to realize that
it’s not always the latter who drop their
animals off at a shelter - often it is the
caring guardian who feels they have no
other choice. It is these people that The
Pet Fund can work with and help.

The Pet Fund is supported by private,
corporate, and foundation donations.
Each donation dramatically increases
the number of animals the organization
is able to help. and also improves
its ability to promole its services
and extend its help to additional
communities. The Pet Fund’s mission
- alleviating animal suffering, educating
animal guardians about preventative

WWW THEPETFUND.COM, E-MAIL INFO@THEPETFUND.COM, OR
CONTACT KAREN LESLIE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, THE PET FUND,
1510 19" StrReET, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814, (916) 443-6007.
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ALWAYS FAITHFUL, ALWAYS LovaL
ALWAYS THERE FOR YOU.

NEVER JUDGMENTAL.
e

How MUCH HAS YOUR DoG
GIVEN YOU, YET ASKED SO
LITTLE IN RETURN?

s \ Essex Cottage Farms
‘HovLipay CAKE MIX’:
The ideal Gift with
100% Natural Premium
Whoie Food
Ingredients Including:
Whote Apple,
Cinnamon,

Honey Dates,
Almonds,

& Golden Raisins

No Added Sugar,
No Preservatives or
No Chemicals

Easy -To-Make

& Truly Delicious!

Each Delicious

Cake is Nutritious.
Highly Digestible

} & Loaded with

k —. i %/ Natural Antioxidants..

‘ THE PERFECT GIFT FOR THE DOG
OR DOG LOVER IN YOUR LIFE.

Available Oct 1 for a Limited time only. %“
2 - Please ask your Retaiter of X
Call our Toll-Free Order Desk: 1-866-530-0322
Also available Online: www.efarms.ccC
Please order before Dec 15th for Holiday Delivery.
We Ship to Cda & USA.

ur Website: www.eFarms.cc

Retaiiors To Order Call: 1-866-630-0322
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